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CHURCH 


Cleared and ſtated according to the DoEtrine.of the Antient- 


FATHERS 


] Thar for the Knowledge of the 4 4 oft les Deftrine,. Y 
| Weareto depend upon none, but the Apoſtles. 
Succeſſors, from Tertullian. 
Tertullian, de T'reſcriptione, Adver/us rant C. 21. 


Will lay down this for a Rule, that there is No 
Means to prove what the Apoſtles Preached; but - 


by the ſame Churches which they Founded. 
That Infallubility is ty'd to. their Succeſſors from 


EO : * St. Irenzus: 2-1 
| S. Irenxus, Adver/us Hereſes, lib. 4+ cap. 4Z+\\s ae 
We ought to' obey thoſe Prizfts who are mn the. | 
Church, who have Succeſſion from, the Apaſtles,.. and.!. | 
who (together with Succeſſion in their Biſhopricks, )have 
receiv'd the certain Gift of Truth. | 
A More 


2 The Fucceſsion of the Church. 


More particularly andeminently co'the Succefſors 

' = of St. Peter in the See of Rome, as being the 

Principal Church, to which all Churches ſhould 
have Recourlſe; from St. renews. 


St. Irenzus, Adverſus Hereſes lib. 3. cap. 3. 


We may behold the Tradition of the Apoſtles in Every 
Church, if Men are deſirous to hear the Truth, And 
we can number them who were made Z:iſhops by the 
Apoſites in Churches, and their Succeſſors, even down 
to our Times, — Becauſe it would be tedious to 
reckon up the Succeſſtms of all Churches , Therefore, 
declaring the Tradition of the moſt Creat, moſt Anti. 
ent and beſt Known Church of Reme, founded by the 
two moſt Glorious Apoſtles Peter and Paul, which 
Tradition it has derived from the Apoſtles ſtreaming 
tothem ia a Succefſton of Biſhops, 'we confound all 
choſe who any way either through ill complacence of 
themſelves, or Vanity, or through Ignorance, or ll 
_ Opinion, do gather otherwiſe than they ought : For 
to this Church, (as a more powerful Principality) ic is 
neceſſary that all Churches have Receurſe, that is all 
Faithful People, of what Place Toever : In which, the 


Apoſtolick Traditions have always been conſerved of 


thoſerhat are every where. 


Thar 


LINI 


The Succeſsion of the Church, 1 
 Fhax the Scriptures may ſuppoſe; - bur cannot | 
well be expe&ed to prove the Church of 
Rome in as much as it appears of gteater Ar- 
tiquity than They, as is gathered-from St. 


Irengus. 
S. Irenzus, 4dverſus Flareſes, lib. 3. cap: 1. 


S. Matthew fer forth the Scripture of his Goſpel in 
the Hebrew Language, what time S. Peter and S.Paul 
by their Teaching, founded the Church of Rome. 


Tertullians conſtant Challenge to the Heretichs, 
was ſtill to make out their Succeſſion from the 
Apoſtles. 7.3 


Tertullian, de Preſcriptione Adverſus Fereſes, eap.. 35> 


Let them proclaim to the World-the Originals of 
their ChurcÞes, let them produce the Ordinals 'of 
| their Biſhops, ſo as running up the Liſts of their Succeſ= , 
fions till you come to the Top, the Firſt Biſhop appear oh 
ſuch a one, as either had one of the Apoſtles, or at leaſt, . 
of the Apoftolical Men, that continued all along with * 
the Apoſtles, for his Conſrcrafor and Predeceſſor in the 
Chair : For after this manner, the Apoſtolical Churches 
make up their Accounts. As for inſtance, the Church 
of Smyrna, which as Polycarp,ſhews him placed in that * xz 
Chair by S. John- And ſo tte Church of Rome pro- + % 
duces Clemens, who had his Ordination from S. Peter. = 
And fo in like manner, the reſt of the Charches preſent 
A 2 , > fue 


4 The Succeſ1on of the Church. 
ach Apoſtalical. Men, as the Apoſtles hands have'placed 
there, as their Biſhops, and Firſt Planters of the Apoſto- 
lical Colonies. Let any of the Hereticks if they can, 
myent ſuch a Face of a Church, as this. 


. When other Churches ſhared the Labours of the 
«Apoſtles, that of Rome ſhared both their La- 
bours and their Blood, from Tertullian. 


* Tertallian, de F reſcriptione fdverſas Fereſes, cep. 36. » 


If you live near Traly, then you have the Church of 
Rome, whoſe Authority is near at hand even to Us: 
(Africans) A happy Church ! into which the Apoſtles 
pow'red out their whole Dofrine, together with their 
Blood! where S. Peter equal d his Mifters Paſſion, 
where. S. Paul was Crown'd wich the Martyrdim of 
S. 7ohn (the Baptiſt.) And where the Apoſtle S. John, 

after he was plunged in Boyling, 0! ſuff:r d no hurt, 
=, and was Banilhed inco the Iſle (of Patmos.) 
as | 
My. -- - That the Unity of the whole Church has depended 
«71. -; +» ill upon the Charr of Rome, and its Inſallibi- 
lity, further cleared by S. Cyprian. 
1. | $. Cyprian, Fpiſt. 55. ad Cornelium. 
oh Haying: over and above all, Creared to themſelves 
a Mock» Biſhop from the Fereticks, they yer preſume 
*ro Sail,and carry Letters from Schi/maticks and Infidels, 
4 Oo 


>% 


The Siccefiion of the Church. 5F 
ro the Roman Church, which is the Chair of S. Peter, 
and whence the Unity of Priz/thood has ſprung. Not 
conſidering that they are Romans (whoſe Fauh was 


Celebrared by the Preaching of the Apoſtles) ro whom, 
Falſhood cannot have acceſs. 


Thar the Faith of the Church of Rongſhould 
never ſuffer any change, trom S, Fierome. 
_ S- Hierom, Apo!og. Adver|. Ruffnum, lib. 3. ; 


Know, that the Roman Faith Celebrated by the 
Voice of the Apoſtle, is not ſubject to theſe ſorts of 
Tricks; for ler an Angel deliver otherwiſe, than it 


hath once been Preached, yet is it not poſlible for th's 


Faith, fortify'd with S. Pauls Authority, ever to bz 
changed. 


. The - Supremacy: of, Rome, as fully urged and 
clearly maintained. by Optatus Biſhop of Mz- 


levrs. 
Oprtatus Mievitanus, contra Parmenianum, lib. 2. 


Thou caaſt not deny, but'that thou knowelt, that 
12 the City of Rc me, there was firſt an Epiſcopal Chair 
plac-d for Peter, wherein Peter, (the Head of all the 
Apoſtles) lar; waereof, he ailo :vas (called Cephas (in 
Syriac, a Rock) in whi-h One Chair, Unity was to be 
kept by AM, leſt Each of che: Other Apoſtles miph- 


6 The Succeſsion of the Church 
- tribute to: hinaſelk a Particular Chair, and that he 
might appear a Schiſmatick and Offender, who agaiaft 
that One ſingle Chair, ſhould ere Another- | 


That S. Peter was made Prince of the Apoſtles, 
to prevent any Schi/m that might ariſe among 
ache, from S. Hyierom- 


S. Hierom, Adverſus Jovintanum, lib. 2. 


Butthe Church, (ſay you) is founded upon Peter, 

_ although the very ſame thing is elſewhere attributed 
to all the Apoſtles, and they all receiv'd the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and the ſupport of the Church de- 
pends upon. them all in common > yet neverthelefs 
among the Twelve, One ts made choice of, and made 


Head of the reſt, to take away all occaſion of Schiſm. 


Thar, as among the'4poftizs, there was one chief 
Apoftle, lo among. all Biſhops that are their 
Succeſſors, there 1s {till ro remain one chief 


Biſhop, from S. Cyprian. 
S. Cyprian, de Unitate Eecleſie.cap. 4 


Speaking to Peter ſays our Lord, 1 ſay that thou art 
Peter, and upon this Rock will T build my Church, and 
the Gates of Hell ſha'l not prevail azainſt it- And Twill 
give Thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
-, what thou bindeſt upon Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven ; 

Lo | and 


The Succeſsion of the Church. 57 
and what thou looſeſt upon Earth, ſhall be looſed in Hdea- 
ven. And again, after his Reſurre@ion, he ſays to 
him, Feed my Sheep. Upon this One Apoſtle he builds 
his Church, and recommends his Sheep to his Feeding. 
And although after his Reſurre&ion, he gives the like 
Power to all his Apoſtles, laying, As my Father [ent me, 
fo ſend 1 you. Receive the Holy Ghoſe, whoſe fins ye re- 
mit, they are remitied , and whaſe fins ye retain, they 
are retdined. Nevertheleſs, for the manifeſtation of 
Unity, he conſtituted One Chair, and. diſpoſed it ſo by 
his Authority, that the Principle of the ' ſame Unity 
ſhould commence from One : True it is, that the 
Other Apoſtles were that which Peter was, . endued 
with a like ſhare of Honour and Power, but the princi- 
ple of all ſtill proceeds from Unity. The Primacy is 
given to Peter, to ſhew to us, that there is One 
Church of Carisr, and Onz Chair. Though all are 
Shepherds, yet there appears but Ore Flock, which was 
fed by a'l the Apoſ les, by joynt conſent : Which One 
Churchallo he deſigns in the Canticles, where he ſays, 
My Dove, my undefiled is but One, ſhe is the only one of 
her Mother, ſhe ts the choice One of her that bore her. 
Who embraces not this Unity of the Church, can he 
pretend that he embraces the Fatth * Who eppoles and 
refiſts the Church, who renounces the Chair of Peter, 
(upon which che Church is founded) can he preſume thar 
te is in the Church? When both the Apolttes Peter and. 
Paul teach this fame thing, and deciare the Myer 
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[ be Succefiion of the Church, 
of this Unity, ſaying, There 1s one Pody, and one Spirit, 
one hope of our Pockiins: one Lord, one Faith, one Bap- 
tiſm, one God. Which Unity more eſpecially, we Br- 
ſhops (that prehide in the Church) ought ſteatzſt:y ro 
embrace and maintain, to make proof to all, that 
the Epiſcopal Chair is One, and Hnd:vided. Let none de- 
ceive the Brotherhood with Lies. Let none corrupt 
the True Faith with falſe Defrines : There is bur One 
Biſhoprick, upon ' which the ſeveral parts reſpeCtively 
depending, are cemented together, "The Church ys F t 
One, which by a fruirfal increaſe, embraces ſo many 


Maultitudes far and wide, oc. 


That to "Comin with the Church of 
Rome, is to Communicate with the C atholick 
Church, from S.: Ambroſe. 


S. * "WAFS de Obitu Satyri fratris, Orat. 1 


He called the Biſhop to him, nor did he eſteem any 
Favour to be true, but that of the true Faith: And 
he demanded of him whether he 2greed with the Ca- 
tholick Biſhops ? that is, with the Church of Rome. 


That whatſoever Church is divided from the Roman, 
is no leſs out of the Communion of the Catbolick 
( burch, from S. Jerome. 


S. Jerome, Fpiſt. 57. to Pope Pamaſus. 
lam in the Communion. of the .Chair, Wy E022 | 


know that the Church | is builc upon that Rock, Who- 


cYecr 


The Succefvion of the Church, 9g 
ever etsthe Lamb our of this Houſe, he is profane. If 
ahy be'n6t in the Ark of Noah, he ſhall periſh in the 


. timeof the Deluge. Wholoever gathers not with Thee, 
ſeatters ; that 1 1s, he that is not of Chriſt, is Antichriſt. 


That the Catholick Faith and the Roman, are all 
one, from S. Hierome. 


S. Hierome, Apolog. adver/. Ruffnum, lib, 1, 


x hete is nothing in them, {ay you) that a Labii 
Reader can diſcover, differing from Our Faith, Which 
does the Man call His Faith * That of the Church of 
Rome, or that contain'd in the Books of- Origen 2? 
If he anſwers, the Roman, then are We Gathalicks,who 
have tranſlated nothing of the Errour of Origen: 


That the Apoſtolick Faith, and the Roman, are all 


one, from S. Hierom..- 
S. Hierom, adverſ. dons, lib. 3. 


I admire yet, how Italy ſhould approve what Rome 
has diſallow'd ! How the Brſhopeſhould admit, what 
the Apoſtolick Faith has condeman'd ! | 


jo The Succeſoion of the-Church. 
That without the Popes Authority it is not pofſi- 
ble for the Church to be preſerved from 
Schiſm, from S. Hierom. 


S. Hierom, adverſus Luciferianos. 


The very Being of the Church depends on the Dig- 
nity of the High-Prieft, to whom, (exceptall allow an 
Eminent and Extraordinary Power) there will ariſe in 
Churches as many Schiſms,as even there areMen in Au- 


thority. 


What Motives S. Auſtin had, to keep him in the 
_ Church, 


S. Auguſtine, contra Epiſt. Fundament, cap. 4. 


I am kept there by a Succefion of Prieſts, from the 
very Chair of S. Peter the ApoſHe, (to whom our 
Lord after his Reſurrefion, committed the charge of 
his Flock.) continued dawn even to the Preſent Byjhop. 
Laſtly, what keeps me there, is the very Name of 
Catholick, which among ſo many Herefies, is not 
without cauſe fo inſeperable from the Church, as tho' 
all the Hereticks boaſt themſelves. ro be Catholicks ; 
yet upon an occaſion of aStrangers asking them, where 
Catholicks go to Church ? Not one of them ever ſhews 
them the way to their Own Couventicle, or Houſe, 


That 


UMI 


UMI 


The S wccefrion of the Church. wy 


That the whole Church was ſum'd up in S. Peter, 
in the Judgement of S. Auſtine. 


S. Auguſtine in Pſalm XCIV, 
4 


Our Lord was ſeen walking upon the Water, as trea- 
ding on the Necks of the Proud of this World. For 
when he walked upon the ſwelling Waves, they figur'd 
the Necks of the Proud, which he was to tread upon. 
The Church allo treads upen them, for Peter is the 
Church. | | 


That whatever Churches have preſerv'd Succeſſion, 
yet the Supremacy has ever reſided in the 
Church-of Rome, from S. Auſtin. 


S. Auguſtine, Epiſt. 162. 


Where he had a Biſhop of no little Authority (Ce- 
cilianus) who needed not to value the Conſpiring Mul- 

* titude of his Enemies, becauſe he knew himſelf to 
« be United, by Communicatory Letters both to the Roman 
Church, in which the Principality of the Apoſtolick See 
did always flouriſh , and allo to other Countries from 


whence the Gofpel paſſed firſt into Africk, 


12 The Succeſson of the Church, 
Of the Dignity of S. Peter above the Other Apo- 
files, and conſequently, of the IH Churches 
Founded by Him,above Other Churches, from 


S. Gregory the Great. 
S. Gregory the Great, Epiſt, lib. 6. Epiſt. 37. 
| Who isnot acquainted that Holy Church is Founded 


upon the Stability of the Prince of the Apoſtles, who 
bears the Stability of his Mind in his very Name, be- 
ing Stiled Petrus, from Petra (a Rock) to whom Truth 
it ſelf ſaid, I will give thee the Keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. To whom it was laid again, And thou being 
Converted, /irengthen thy Brethren. And again, Simon of 
' John, loveſt thou Me more than Theſe ? Feed My Sheep. 
Though the A4p:ſtles then were Many, yet the Chair 
only of the Prince of the Apoitles has prevail'd aboye 
the Reſt, to obtain the Authority of a Principality ; 
Which in Three places hath this One Founder. For he 
raiſed that Charr in which he was pleaſed ro Fix and 
Finiſh his preſent Life (that of Rome.) He adorned 
that Chair which he bled with his Diſciple the Evan- 
geliſt (Alexandria, with S. Mark,) he eſtabliſhed that 
Chair in which he late for ſeven years, although he 
was to leave it (that of Antioch.) 


Thac 


UM 


UMI 


The Succeſsion of the Church. 1; 
That the Church of Rome is Stiled the Mead of 
the World, and other Churches, but the Sides by 
V mcentius Lirmenfis. FN 
Vincentius Lirinenſis Adverſus Hereſes, cap. 41. 


There were read alſo ſome Epiſtles to certain of 
S. Felix Martyr, and of S. Julius, Biſhops of the City 
of Rome. And not only the Head of the World, but 
even alſo the Sides gave Teſtimony to that Decree 
(ſpeaking of the Decree againſt Neſtorzus ia the Coun- 
cil of Epheſus.) | | 

To theſe Autboritzes, many more might bz added, 
but that theſe are ſufficient to ſpeak the ſenſe of the Fa- 
thers in two debated Points. The Proof of the Church, 
and the End of Controverſies. Their Method as to 
proving the Church, and dilproving of Hereticks ; be- 
ing ſtill to ſhew, that the Church preſerved that Suc- 
ceſſron from the Apoſtles, which all Hereticks wanted. 
For avoiding thus the common Circle many run into, 
of proving the Scriptures by the Church, and the 
Church it ſelf again by the Scriptures; They proved 
the Scriptures by the Church, and the Church by its 
Succeſſion tothe Apoſtles. who wrote thoſe Scriptures : 
Their Method as to the end of Controverſies, was to 
ſhew, that as Unity was prelerved among the Apo/tes 
chemſelves, by S. Peters being Conſtirured Prince 2nd 
Head of the Apoſtles ; ſo in like manner thatrche ſame 


Unity was ftill to be preſerved the ſame way among 
tho\s 


14 The Succeflion of the Church, 


| thoſe Churches that the Apoſiles Founded, by allowin g 
the ſame Priviledge to S:' Peters Church over other 

\ Charches, which himſelf enjoyed over other Apoſtles : 
He being Prince of the Apoſtles, and his Church the 
Church of Rome; in conſequence of that, the Miſtreſs 
of .other Churches; To ſet up an Altar againſt Hers, 
being the (elf-ſame Schi/m, as it would have been in 
any Apoſtle to have erefted another Chair againſt S., Pe- 
ters. The Conſent of the Fathers gain'd in theſe Points, 

' is not the Conſtant of Fatters all of One Age or Coun- 
| trey, for then ic might have been thought, perhaps, 
that it was ſuch a Conſent as was extorted from them 
by Force, or concerted and laid berween them in De- 
ſign, or to which they were Suborned by Intereſt : 
Burt onthe contrary, they are the Diſciples of S. Peter 
| and of S. Jobn, Primitive, and latter Fathers, Moors 
and French- Europeans, atteſting to Truth, which is 
one and the ſame in all Ages and Countries. Nay, 
ſo far are they from being under Engagements to the 
See of Rome, that S- Hierome has been often miſtaken 
by the Presbyterians for no faſt Friend to Biſhops, S. 
Ireneus and S. Cyprian as often by the Eſtabliſhed Pro- 

teſtants ior no faſt Friends to Popes, and S. Gregory the 

Great, though indeed a Pope, has merited the excuſe 

' of Beth, for his great modeſty in the Stile of Unz- 

| Ver ſal Biſhop. | 
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THE 


SUCCESSION 


OF THE 


SACRAMENTS, 


From CHRIST and His APOSTLES, to.the end of 
the World. Cleared and ſtated according to the 


Dottrine of the Antient FATHERS, 
GREEK and LATINE, &Cc. 


The Opinions of the Fathers, as to the import of the words 
[This is my Body] whether they are of the ſame force, when 
uttered by the Prie# in the Daily Copſecration, as when 
they were pemongges by our Blefſed Loyd, in the Firſt In- 
ftitution of the BleiTed Sacrament, and of, what effect they 
are, as to the Change wrought by themin the B. Sacrament. 


The Opinion of Tertullan, as to the Bleſſed 
Sacrament. 


Tertullian, de Baptiſmo- 


He Fleſh is waſhed (in Baptiſm)that the Soul 
may be cleanſed: The Fleſh is fed with 
the Body and Blood of CuR15T (z,e,in 
the. Euchariſt) that the Soul may be fatted 


with God. 
The 


16 The Succeſsion of the Sacraments, 
The Opinion of S. Cyprian. * 


9, Cyprian, de Cena Domini, cap, 6. 


The Bregd which our Lord reached to his Diſciples, 
changed-nor in Shape," but' Nature, by the Omnipo- 
rence of the JVord, was made Feſh. And even as in 
the Perſon of Ca r1s T, the Humane Nature appear'd, 
while the Divine was out of fight: So in-the Viſible 
Sacrament, the Divime Nature infuſes it ſelf in an in- 
viſible manner, that ſo a Veneration of the Sacra- 
ment raight 'be a piece- of Religion, as alſo that a 
free acceſs might be opened to the Truth, whoſe Bo- 
dy and Blood make the Sacraments, even to the Parti- 


cipation of his Spirit, 


S. John Damaſcen's 1luſtration of the Bleſſed 
Sacrament, by a Simile from the Fiat of the 
Almighty in the Creation. | 


S. Joha Damaſcen, de Orthodoxa Fide, LS. 14. 


God ſaid in the beginning, Let the Earth bring forth 
every green Herb, and the Earth even to this day, re- 
freſh'd with daily Dews, produces its tender Plants, by 
the force, and in the virtue of the Original Fiat : God 
ſaid, This 1 my Body, and this is my Blood, and, do this 
in remembrance of me , and 'through his Almighty 
Precept, this word is Effeflual, until he come again, 


(for 


T he Succeſsion of the Sacraments, 17 
(for he makes uſe of thele very words, Until he Come ) 
and the Dew producing this new Grain, is the Virtue 
of the Holy Ghoſt, over-thadowing it in the Conſecra- 
ton, | 
S. Chryſoſtom's Illuſtration of the Bleſſed Sa- 

crament, by a like Simi from the Fiat of 

the Almighty, in the Creation. 


S John Chryſoſtom, de Proditione Jude Serm. 2 0. 


Now CHaR15T is prelent there ; and ihe ſelf-ſame 
Conſecrates the Table, who firſt furniſhed it out, For 
Man it isnot, who upon the Conſecration of the Lords 
Table, makes the Body and Blood of CyR15sT, but 
CHnR1sT Himſelf, who was Crucifed for Us. The 
Words are pronounced by the mouth of the Prieſt, 
but hallowed by the Divine Grace and Virtue : This, 
ſays He, is my Body, with theſe Words, the things in 
ſfght are Conſecrated. And as that Yorce which ſaid, 
Increaſe and Multiply, and Repleniſh the Earth, ſpoke 
bur Once, but wants not at all times ſince its due effect 
to Generation, by the Operation of Nature : Evcn 
ſo the other PYoice ſpoke indeed but Once, but yer it 
gives Virtue to the Sacrifice, through all the Tables of 
the Church, even to this preſent day, and fo on to His 
Second Coming. 


© The 


18 TheSucceſSion of the Sacraments. 
Wo. Holy Ghoſt proved to be God, as being no 


leſs than a Creator in the dazly Conſecratiom of. 
the Hoft, from S. Auguſtine, 


S. Auguſtine, contra Maximinum Arianorum Fpiſcopum, |. 3. 


What ſhall I ſay of the Fleſh of the Creator ? 
ſince the Creator Himſelf, by whom all things were made, 
ſays, The Bread that T will give, u my Fleſh, which 1 will 
give for the Life of the World, Now what ſhall' we 
ſay 2 The World is made by the Son, and the Sox is a 
Creator : His Flefh that is given for the Liſe of the World, 
is made by the Holy Ghoft, and is the: Holy Ghoſt leſs 
than a Creator £ 


| The Opinion of S. John Demaſcen, as to the 
change wrought in the Bleſled Sacrament, 
upon pronouncing thoſe words. 


S. John Damaſcen, de Orthodoxa Fide, I. 4. c. 14. 


; Nor are the Bread and Wine a Figure of the Body 
of CHRIST, (far be this from us to imagine) but 
the very Body of CarIsT 7 ſelf, affected with the 
Divine Nature : For even our B, Lord himſelf ſaid, 
This ts, not a Sign of my Body, bur my Body , nor a 
Sizn of my Blood, but my Blood. And before this, 
turning his diſcourſe to the Jevs : Unleſ Je eat the: 
Fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink his Blood, ye have no 


Life 
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Life in you ; My Fleſh is Meat indeed, and my Blood ts 


Drink indeed, And again, He that eateth my Fleſh, 
{hall live. 


S. Chryſoſtom's Anſwer to the Objection from 
our Senſes, and his Notion upon what ac- 
count, our Lords Fleſh and Blood, in the B. 
Sacrament are out of ſtght. 


S. John Chryſoſtom, in S. Mat. Homil. 88, 


We cannot be impoſed upon by his Words, but our 
Senſes are very ealle to be deceived. Thoſe can ne- 
ver be falſe, Theſe, often, too too often fail us, Since 
then He has ſaid, This is my Body, let us hold it with- 
out Wavering, and believing 1t, we ſhall diſcern ic 
with the Eyes of our Underſtanding. For CyR15ST 
has under ſenſible things delivered to us, what is not 


ſenſible, for whatever things he has delivered to us, 


are not ſenſible. For, thus in Baptiſm, by Water, which 
is a ſenſible thing, is convey'd the Spirit ; for what is 
effected in it, that is Regeneration, or a new Life, is a 
Spiritual thing. And if you were indeed a pure Spirit, 
he had delivered you ſuch Gifts in their own Naked- 
neſs, as were wholly Spiritual. But becauſe your 
Soul is united to a Body, therefore under ſenſible 
things, are Spiritual conveyed unto you. How many 
are there now, that cry out, I would fain fee him in 
his proper Shape and Figure ; yet more, I would lee 
| C 2 his 


20 The Succeſsion of the Sacraments. 
his very Cloaths and Sandals. Why you ſee him there 
himſelf ; you touch him himſelf ; you eat him him- 


ſelf, 9c. 
Theophyla&'s Opinion, of the Bleſſed Sacrament, 


and his Notion upon what account it is, that 
the Accidents are not changed: 


Theophylacdt, in S. Mark XIV. 


This is my Body. This I ſay which ye Receive, for 


the Bread is not a Figure only, and certain Type of 
our Lords Body, but is changed into the very Body of 
CaRisr. For our B. Lord ſays, The Bread which I 
will give you, is my Fleſh. He laid not the Figure of my 
Flejh, bur my Fleſh. And again, Unleſs ye eat the Fleſh 
of the Son of Man. But (ſay you) how is it, that it ap- 
pears not to be Fleſh ? That O Man, is by reaſon of 
the Frailty of our Nature , ſince Bread and Wine are 
in the number of thoſe things that are Familiar to us, 
they fill us not with Horrour ; but ſhould we once ſee 

Fleſh and Blood ſet before us, we ſhould not endure 
the SpeFtacle, but entertain it with Horrour, Our 
Mercifal God therefore, in pure pity to our Weakneſs, 
reſerves the proper Shape of Bread and Wine, yet 


Tranſ-elementates them into the Virtues of Fleſh and- 


Blood. 


S. Hila- 
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S. Fiilaries Opinion of the B. Sacrament. 
S. Hilary, de Trintate, lib. 8. 


What we ſpeak of the Truth of CHRIST'S being 
in Us, unleſs we learn from him himſelf, we calk im- 
piouſly, and at random, For he himlelf tells us, My 
Fleſh is Meat indeed, and my Blood is Drink indeed. He 
that eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, abideth in 
me, and I in him. Of the Truth of his Flefh and Blood, 
there is left no place for doubt ; for it appears as well 
from our B. Lords own Declaration, as from our Faith, 
that it is Fleſh indeed, and Blood indeed. And theſe 
Received and Taken, effect this thing, that we are in 
CHRIST, and CHRIST : Us. Is not this a Truth > * 
To ſuch it may appear no Truth, as deny CHRIST 
JESUS co be True God. He is then in Us by his Fleſh, 
and we in Him. And fo are we together with Him, 


in God. : 
S. Ambroſes Opinion of the B:; Sacrament: 


S. Ambroſe, de Sacramentts, lib. 4- cap. 5. 


Who the day before (ſays he) of his Suffering, took 
Bread in his holy Hands. Before it was Conſecra- 
ted, it was Bread, but when once the words of 
CHRIST were added, it was the Body of CHRIST. 
Hear him ſaying, Take, eat, this is my Body. Before 


the words of CHRIST, the Chalice is filled with {/a- 
ter 


wal "84 as. 
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fer and Wine ; but as ſoon as CHRIST'S words have 
operated, it is made that Blood, which redeemed his 
Flock. Obſerve then,after how many kinds CHRISTS 
ſpeech .is powerful, tro work a change in all ! For our 
Lord JESUS himſelf teſtifies to us that we Receive 
his Body and Blood. And ought we then to doubt 
any thing of his Belief and Teſtimony ? Return now 
with me to my purpoſe. It was indeed, Great and 
Myſterious, that Manna rained on the Jews from Hea- 
ven, but take it right, whether is greater, Manna 
from Heaven, or the Body of CHRIST 2? ſurely the 
Body of CHRIST), who is Creator of Heaven. 


The Opinion of Euſebius Emiſſenus of the B. 


Sacrament. 
Euſebus Emiſſenus, Hom. 5. de Paſcha. 


There is the Subſtance of Bread and Wine, but af- 
ter the words of CHRIST, it is the Body and Blood of 
CHRIST. And where is the wonder, that what he 
Created ar firſt with a Word, being once Created, he 
ſhould change again with a Word, Nay, of the Tio, 
this appears the /eſs Miracle, that what we own, he 
Created out of . Nothing at firſt, now it is Created, he 
ſhould give a Nobler being to ar laſt. 


The 


l 
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The Opinion of Fphrem Syrus, of the B. Sacra- 


ment. 


S. Ephrem Syrus, de Natura Dez curiose non ſerutendi4, 


Our Faith in God, is an active Principle in us, and 
has for its proſpect, Things to come, and it is conſtants 
ly ſtiled Faith, and not Curioſity, You believe (deareſt 
Brother) in his oaly begotten Son JESUS CHRIST, 
that he was for your ſake Incarnate upon the Earth. 
Why then do you ſearch for things unſearchable, and 
look in pathleſs ways for a Path ? For if you examine 
theſe Points with Curioſity; you will not be ſtiled a 
Belrever, but a curious Enquirer. Be therefore in the 
Number of the Faithful and Innocent : Receive the Im- 
maculate Body and £lood of our Lord, with a Faith un- 
fained, aflured, that you eat the Lamb himſelf whole. 
The Chriſtian Myſteries are all Heavenly fire, Take 
heed how you raſhly pry too near into theſe things, 
leaſt you burn in receiving them. "The Patriarch Abra- 
ham (et Earthly Meats before his Gueſts the Heavenly 
Angels, and they fed on them, An extraordinary Mz- 
racle ſure, to ſee incorporeal Spirits eating Fleſh-meats 
here on Earch ! But this truly furpaſles all wonder, a1l 
imagination and expreſſion, that the only begotten 
Son, our Saviour CHRIST has done for us,. who: 
has ſer before Creatures of Fleſh and Flood, Fire and 
Spirit to eat and drink, that 1s to ſay, his Body and 
Blood, S. Chbry- 
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S.Chry/oftom's Opinion of the Bleſled Sacrament 
more at large. 


S_ John Chryſoftom, #n 1 Cor. 10. Homnul, 2.4. 


This Myſtery renders the Earth Heaven to thee, 
open then the Gates of Heaven, or rather of the Hea- 
ven of Heavens, and behold, and then thou ſhalt (ee 
that which is told thee, for what is of all things there, 
moſt precious, and of greateſt Honour, that will I 
ſhew chee upon Farth: As in the K7zngs Court, what 
of all things is moſt Rojal, isnot the Walls or the Gol- 
den Cieling, but the Body of the King fitting in his 
Throne ; "The ſame mayſt thou now ſee upon Earth, 
for | ſhew thee here neither Angels nor Arch-Angels, 
nor the Heaven, nor the Heaven of Heavens, but the 
Lord of them all himſelf. Thou /ee$t then what is 
beſt, and moſt: Honourable upon Earth, and thou 
doſt not only /ee him, but touch him, and feed on him, 
and having Received him, thou returneſt co thy Houle. 
----The Wiſe Men rewerenced this Body lying in the 
Manger, and theſe Prophane Barbarians, leaving their 
Native Country & their homes behind, came from afar, 
and when they came, they adored with fear andtrem- 
bling, Let us then, that are Citizens of Heaven, 
follow the Example of theſe Barbarians. For they 
indeed upon ſceing him in the Crib and in the Cottage, 
though they had no ſuch Sight as thon haſt now in 
view, yet approached not without great Reverence. 


But 
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But T hou beholdeſt him not in the Manger, but upon 
the Altar ; nor in the Arms of a Woman, but in the 
Hands of a Prieſt, and the Angels in great numbers 
hovering over the Myſtertes :-Nor doſt Thou only ſee 
his very Body,as they-did, but Thou arrt alſo ſenſible of 
his Power and Diſpenlation, and Thou art ignorant 
of nothing done by him, as being ſufficiently, and 
with exactneſs inſtructed in all the Myſteries. Let 
this therefore excice our Dread, and provoke us to ex- 
preſs more Reverence than thoſe Barbarians did, leaſt 
otherwiſe, through Raſhaeſs, and Inadvertency, we 
ſhould heap Fire on our own Heads. 


The Opinion of S. Auguſtine as. to the bleſſed 


Sacrament 
S. Auguſtine, 7 P/a/m XCYUIT.. 


See my Brethren, what he commands us to Adore. 
The Scripture lays in another place, Heaven is my 
Throne, and the Earth is my Foot-Stool ; therefore he 
commands us here to adore the Earth, becauſe he has 
rold us elſewhere, thar it is Gods Foot. ſtool. Tell me 
then what is bis Foot ſtool, where he ſays, but the Earth is 
my Footſtool? 1 am Divided between Two, I fear to 
Adore the Earth, leailt He condemn me, who made 
both Heaven and Earth. Again, I fear, Not to adore 
the Footſtor/ of our Lord, becauſe the Pſam bids me 
adore his Fortſtool. 1 enquire what: is his Footſtool, and 

D 
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ſtrait the Scripture anſwers me, the Farth is his Foot- 

ftcol. Tn this Strait I turn my ſelf co Cyrrsr, for [ 

feek him here, and then I find how the Earth may be 

adored without impiety, and his Font ſtoel may be ador d 

without impiety. For tie took Earth of Earth, for 

Fleſh is of the Earth, and he took Fleſh of the Fleſh 

of Mary. And becauſe he walked here in very 

Fleſh, and. gave his very Fleſh to be eaten by us for our 

Salvation, and no Man eats that Fleſh until he has 

firſt adored, Ir is diſcovered, how fuch a Fobtſ/tool of 
our Lord may be adored, and we ſhall not only Not ſin 

in Adoring, but we Sin in Not Adoring, 


The Opinion of Rabanus Maury of the Bleſled 
Sacrament. | 


Rabanus Maurus, de Corpore & San! uine cap. 3 4. 


Even asin CmR15s T's Name, (as himſelf teſtifies) 
Devils are caſt out from Members of the Devil, ſo by 
the ſame, his Body and: Blood are made in the Sacra- 
ment of the Altar, 

Gag $8.5: + | 

By this word [This is my Body Þ it is made the Body, 
.becauſe ir is the Divene Word. 

Elſewhere. 

As oft as that is done (which CHyx1sT inſtituted. 
to make the Euchariſt) Catholickly, that is done Truly, 
which is ſaid, This is my Body. 

| Theſe 
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Theſe Authorities already. produced, are ſo plain 
and preſling, that I think it ſuperfluous to add any 
more, thele being gathered both'from Greek and La- 
tzne Fathers, who are both ſo unanimous invhis Point, 
as the Accord berween them reſembles the harmoni- 
ous Correſpondence between the Two Sides of a 


"Choir. For that the Greeks were never Diſſenters from 


the Latines in the matter of the Bleſled Sacrament, is 


_ evident from both the Patriarchs of Hieruſalem and 


Conſtantinople, ſitting in the farſt Cauncil of Lateran, and 
appearing to: that Decree which declared that Councils 
Sen{e of the Antient Churches Belief in that Point, un- 
der the Modern Term of Tranſubſtantiation : What was 


the Senſe of the V. Proto-Patriarchs in the ſame point 


before the Age of that Council, not of the Latine only; 
but even of che other IV. Greek Proto-Patriarchs,aay' 
in part be gathered from theſe Papers, wherein are 
reported [zveral plain Teſtimonies ef the Proto-Patri-+ 
arch - of Con{tantinople, (S. John Chryſoſtom ) the Teſti- 
mony of the Prote-Patriarch of Antioch, '(S. Ephrem 
Syrus) to Which might have been alſo added the 
Teſtimonies of the rwo Proto-Patriarchs-of Alexan- 
dria and Hieruſalem, (the Two S. Cyrils.) 

They conclude poſitively for the Literal Sence 
of: the words, This is my Bedy, and further to obyi- 
ate the Argument fo uſual againft the Truth of 
CHRIST''s Body in- the'B. Sacrament, that he was 
Offered up Once for all upon- the Crofs, and theiefore” 


2-- Can- 
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cannot be Offer'd up in the Dazly Sacrifice of the Maſs. 
S. John Chryſoſtom, and S, John Damaſcen more particu- 
larly ſupport the contrary Opinion from a Parallel 
which they draw between the Origmal Inſtuution, and j 
Daily Celebration of: the B.' Sacrament on the one fide, 
& the (0r7ginal Fiat of the Almighty in the Creation at 
firft, and the Daily Productions of Nature on the other: 
For as it is eaſy to obſerve, though God laid in the Be- 
;g1nONINg, Let there be Light, let the Earth bring forth 
Graſs and every green Herb, &c. Increaſe and Multiply, 
and Repleniſh the Earth, till having compleated the 
who'e Creation in Six Days, he Reſted on the Seventh. 
Yet have we a Return of all theſe every day, for Light 
daily breaks forth, the Earth daily brings forth Graſs 
and every green Herb, &c. And Men daily Increaſe, 
and Multiply, and Replentſh the Earth. Burt in as much 
as all theſe are ſtill performed by Virtue and in force 
of the Original Fiat, no Man preſumes to ſay they 
are New Creations, but only repeated Ads, which 
continue and extend the firſt Creatzon to all Succeſtons 
_ of Men, to the end of the World. Even fo in like 
manner, though the Son of God ſaid in the Infticution bi 
of the B. Sacrament, T his is my Body, this ts my Blood, 
till being lifted up on the Croſs, where he tells us, It 7s 
' finiſhed, he Offered bimſelf Once for all. Yet have we 
2 Return of this every day, for what he did Once upon 
the Croſs, is daily done in the Sacrament of the Alcar ; 
but in as much as theſe Daily Sacrifices are ever Conſe- 
crated 
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ada eto” | 


UMI 


The Snucceſs10n of the Sacraments. 29 
crated by virtue and in force of thoſe Divine words pro- 
nounced in the Firſt Inſtitution of the bleſled Sacrament, 
there is no juſt cauſe to ſay they are New Sacrifices, 
when they are only repeated As, which continue 
and extend the Origmal Oblation upon the Croſs, to all 
Succeſſions of the Church, till our Lords Second Coming. 
And as it is no Derogation from the Creator, to make 
uſe of the Miniſtry of Nuture in the Daily Productions 
of Light, of Graſs, and of Men; lo neither is it.any 
Derogation from the Son of God, to make uſe of the 
Miailtry of the Prieft ina the Daily Miracle of his Bo- 
dy and Blood. If it be ſaid here, that Nature con- 
ſtantly produces Creatures, . but the Prieſt makes his 
Creator , I ſhall only ſay, i the Work be greater, ſo 
1s the Aſſiſtance. For though in the firſt Creation of 
All from Nothing, the Word was Fiat, . Lux, Producat 
Terra, faciamus Hominem , yet now. that Second Cauſes 
act their parts in al} theſe Productions, we hear no 
more News of theſe Divine Vaices. But Hoc eſt Cer- 
pus Meum, which was the Word in the Primitive Inſti- 
tution of the Blelied Sacrament, is the Word ſtill daily 
repeated, even as oft asthe Sacrifice of the Maſs is re- 
peated. And why the fame Fiat every day as at the 
Firſt, bur to import, tha: it is a work of the ſame D:- 


' vine Power every day as at the Firſt? And that He wio 


promiſed to be with his Apoſtles always until the end of 
the World ; does daily perform his Promiſe, in this 
Myſterious Solemnity of their Shewing forth bis Death, 
util he Come, 3 
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S. Cyprian, S. Chryſoſtom, Bphrem.Syrus, S. Ambroſe, 
and. Rabanus Manrus, having been Miſ-reprelented, 
as againſt the Truth of CHRIST''s Bod) in the B. Sa- 
rrament, | have produced the rather for It, as well in 
Vindication of thoſe Fathers, as of the B. Sacuament. 
The Enemies to Foth, having treated thoſe Fathers. 
like him,who ſhot at the Eagle with her (wn Feathers. 
['need not cell you, that the TwoAuthoritres:they Tri- 
umph moſt.in, and which make the greateſt Noiſe, 
are ferch'd from Tertullian andTheodoret. Bur alas! when 
once they come to be examin'd, cheir claim-to a Fri- 
umph, is no better than that Emperours, who Trium-- 
phed, becauſe his Army made a Deſcent to:gatherCockle-- 
ſhells, For the Cale is this, Marcion the Heretick that en- 
gaged Tertullian,denied the Humanity of CHRIST; & 
Eutyches, whom Theodoret encounter'd, maintain'd it 
was ſwallow'd up, and loſt inthe Divine Nature. Now 
what do theſe Fathers, while the Controverſy ſtood 
on this foot, . but bend their whole-Force to prove the 
Truth of CHRIST's Natural Body. which was in 
Queſtion, neglecting that Care and Caution in what 
they. let fall occaſionally abour CHRIST's Body in 
the B. Sacrament, as being not.in Debate, which it is * 
to be preſumed they would nor, if it had. Imitating. 
herein the wiſe PraRice of approved -Fencers, who, in 
parrying, Cover that part of the Fody againſt which 
the Thruſt is made, at the ſame time as they leave the 
reſt open and unguarded. Weare often told indeed, 
| thar : 
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that if the Truch of CHRIST's Bod) in the B. Sacra- 
ment, were the received Doctrine of that Age, it had 
been no improper Medium for thole Fathers to make 
uſe of, to prove the Truth of CHRIST's Natural Bo- 
dy againſt thoſe Hereticks, but how pertinently, 7 
leave to themſelves ro Judge. For whar is it elſe, 
but to prove Obſcurum per Obſcurius, to go about to 
| provea Body in Sight,by one that is out of Sight,and a 
Body repreſented to All the Senſes,by ſuch a one, as is 
repreſented to None. Tertullian tells Marcton, that our 
B. Lord having taken Bread, and diftributed ir to his 
Diſciples, made it his Boy, [aying, 1 hu is my Body, that 
1s, 2 Figure of my Body ; But if his were no true Body, 
this could not be a Figure : The {um of which Ar- 
 gument when it is reſolved, amounts to this ; The 
Natiral Bady of CarisT caſt a Shadow, and there- 
fore it could be no other than a true Body. Now the 
ſelf-ſame Argument, when it is improved, will equal- 
ly be of force art one to prove the truth of CHRIST's 
Body in the B. Sacrament, and the truth of CHRIST's 
Natural Body. For Manna, as all agree, was no more 
than a Shadowy or Type of CHRIST's Body 1n the B.Sa- 
crament and therefore to ule Tertullians Conlequence, 
we conclude,that CHRIS T's. Body in the B. Sacrament 
is allo a true Body, in as much as it alſo caſts a Shadow. 

Itis eaſy co oblerve, that the Citations againſt the 
Truth of CHRIST'*s Body in the B. Sqgcrament, are 


from Fathers diſcourſing, on Another Occaſion, and 


there- 
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therefore are more Obſcure and Indire&t , but the Ci- 
rations for it, are from Fathers upon the Subject of 
the B. Sacrament it ſelf, and therefore are more Direct 
and Clear. For to ſuppoſe that Occafional Touches are 
as ſatisfactory in this matter, as Set. Diſcourſes, is all 

ne, as to per{wade us that quick and ſudden Glances 
inform us as fully of all Senſible Objefts, as pa'ticular 
and direct Views ; or that to ſalute a Town only En 
paſſant, is a means to be as chrovghly acquainred with 
it, as Dwelling upon the Place, Lex -aliud notans, nil pro. 
bat, Occaſional Laws are no good Proofs, lays the 
Lawyer. The Reaſon of which {eems to be plain, for 
when Many things mingle in our Diſcourſe, the Light 
which we give to the Principal Parts, often caſts a 
Shadow upon the reſt, as it is the Practice of Marks. 
Men, while they keep one Eye open upon one Object, to. 
cloſe the other to all other 0bjefts at once. 

Again, tis ascaly to obſerye thar there is no* Bal- 
lance between the Manner: of Expreſſion, in the One 
Citiations, and in the Other, As for inſtance, in the 
Paſſage cited from S- John Damaſcen. The Bread and 
Wine are no Figure of theBody of CH&a1s T.To which 
he ads his Parentheſis of Abhorrence (Far be this from 
us to imagine) but the very Body of CHRIST it ſelf, 
affected with the Divine Nature, For even our B. 
Lord ſaid; This is, not a Sign of my Body, but my 
Body : nor < Sign of my Blood, but my Blood. And 
ſo, in that other of Theophylact. : The Bread 1s not a 
Figure 


rugs ns 63. 
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Figure and certain Type of our Lords Body, but is 


changed into the very Body of CHRIST. Forour 
B. Lord ſays, The Bread which I will give, is my Fleſh. 


| He ſaid. not the Figure of my Fleth, but my Fleſh. 


This fort of Speech is what the Lawyers call a Nega- 
tiva Pregnans, and hath the force of a double Stroke, 


| becauſe atone and the {ame time it Afferms and Denres 


in one ard the ſame Breath. Now it is much more 
for the Bodily Preſence,char thele Two Faihers lay, that 
It is not a Szgn of his Pody and Blood, but his Boy and 
Blood ; nor the Figure of his Fleſh, but his Fleſh, then 
it is againſt ir:; for Tertullan to lay, it is the Figure 
of his Body, unleſs to Oppole theſe, he had allo added, 
and not his Body : But quice Contrary in the ſame 
Place he tells us, he made it his Body, which it might 
well enough be, and a Figure at the ſame time, fince 
the Manna laid up in the Golden Pot in the Ark, was 
both a Figure of the Miraculous Manna, and yet Man- 
na it ſelf ; and the Soul 1s ſtiled an Image of God, 
and yet is not deny'd to be a Subſtance, the Son of 
God, the Image of his Father, and yet is affirmed to be 
of the ſame Subſtance with Him. Nor has Tertull;an 
only explained himſelf in the ſame Place, bur alſo 
in his Book of Baptiſm, where he plainly tells us, 
that the Fleſh is fed with the Body and Blood ofCnR15 T, 
that the Soul may he fatted with God. As Theodoret, 
in the Teſtimony cited from him, grants that the Sym- 
bols are to be Adored, which is hard to afhirg1.of Bread 
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and Wine remaining in their former Subſtance. Now 
If S. Auſtin may paſs for a Caſuiſt, he tells us roundly 
in. his Comment on the XCVIII P/alm. No Man eats 
that Fleſh, unleſs he firſt Adores, and it is not only No 
Sin to Adore,but we Sin (lays he) if we do Not Adcre. 


'T were eaſje to carry on the Author ities of the Fa: 
 thers,and to what has been offered from them for 
the Succeſſion of the Church and Sacraments, to add as 
many for the Succeſton of the Scriptures. It hath 
been obſerved already, thar their Method was to 
rrove the Scripture by the Church, and the Church by 
Its Succeſſion to the Apoſtles, who wrote thoſe Scrip- 
tures, (p. 12.) Will you have a Proof of Both ? For 
the firſt, rake S. Auguſtine. As for the Cann of the 
Scriptures (lays he) let every one chiefly follow the 
Authority of the Catholick Churches, Among whom [ 
reckon thole, that have deſerv'd to be Apoſtolical Sees, 
and to have the Apoſtolical Epiſtles dire&ed ro them. 
Thus he (De Doftrma Chriſtiana li 2. c 8.) Nor 
dozs he in the Rule laid down for Others, vary in the 
leaſt from what he followed Himſelf. As for my 
part, T had never believed the Goſpel, had not the Au. 
thority of the Cacholick Church mov'd me to it, ſays he, 
(Contra Epiſt. Fundament cap. 5.) And as S. Auſtin 
proves the Scriptures by the Church,ſo Tertullan proves 
the Church by its Succeſſion to the Apoſtles, who wrote 
thole Screptures, Thou that haſt a mind to exerciſe 
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thy Curiolity better in the concern of thy Salvation, 
come on now, (lays he) go through the Apoſtulica 
Churches, in which the very Chairs of the Apoſtles as 
yet preſide in their Flaces in which the Origmnals of 
their Epiſties in their own Hands are read, reporting 
che Voice and refleEting the Face of Each of them. 1s 
Achaja your next Neighbour ? then you have the 
Church of Corinth, If you are not far from Mace- 
don? then you have the Church ar Philippi,or you have 
chat other ac Theſſalonica- It you paſs into Aſia, then 
you have that at Epheſus. If you live near Italy, then 
you have the Church of Rome, whoſe Authority is 
near at hand even to us (Africans.) And fo on, De Pre- 
fcriptione Adverſus Hereſes. cap, 3 6. (as in the Paſſage 
fore-cited p. 4.) Here, we have the Chairs of the 4po- 
ſtles and the Originals of their Fpiſtles rogether,as in the 
other place of S. Auſtin, the Apoſtolical Sees, and the- 
Churches to which the Apoſtolical Epiſtles were lent, 
rogether, Which imports that the DoFrinal Succeſſion 
and the Perſonal go together, and that there is no 
Succeſſion of true Scriptures, without the Succeſſion 
of the true Church: Or,co ſpeak Tertullans Language, 
we cannot hear the Yoice of the Apoſtles ſounding 
in their Genuine Epiſtles, without the help of the A4po- 
ſtolical Men in their Chairs, that refle& their Faces : 
Accordingly he aflures us, that the very Chairs of the- 
Apoſtles remained even to his time, in the Churches of 
Corinth, Philippi, Theſſalonica, Epheſus, and Rome. - 
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(36). 
AnJ that the Apoſtles Original Epiſtles to the Corinthi- 
ans, the Philippians, the Thefsalomans, the Epheſians, 
and the Romans, were as yer to be ſcen freſh andlegi, 
ble in their own Hand-writing, being preſerved in their 
reſpe&tive Churches, together with their Chairs. And 
therefore he proceeds to tell us, De. Preſcrip” c. 21. 
(in the place fore-cited, p. 1.) That 'tis clear, that all 
Define which is found Agreeable to that of the Apo- 
ftolical Mother Churches and Semimarres of Faith, is to be 
reckoned: for Truth, as holding without all doubr, 
what the Churches took from the Apoitles, the Apoſiles 
from CHRIST, and CHRIST from God. And again, 
(c. 19.) That it ſhould be firſt put ro the Queſtion, 
Whoſe are the Scriptures * From whom, and Through 
whoſe Hands, and at what Time, and By whoſe Convey- 
ance, the Summe of Chriſtian Doctrine was deliver'd ? For 
when we have dilcover'd once, where the True Summe 
of Chriſtian Doftrine is lodged, in the ſame Hands, we 
{hall meet with the True Scriptures, their True Senſe, 
and all True Chriſtian Traditions together. And lo 
again, 'cap 15.) That we oght to Regard, to whom 
the Fofſeſton of the Scripture belongs. Which falls 
in with S-Ay/tin's Rule to have Recourſe to ſuch Chur- 
ches as the Epiſtles were ſent to, for who elſe ſhould 
be Originally poſſeſs'd of the Scriptures, but rhoſe Chur- 
ches to which they were /ent? As for Inſtance, if 
Queſt'on were made whether the Fpiſtle to the Ro- 
mans were a part of the Canin, ornot? Would any 
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(37) 
| Mango to be reſolved of the Proteſtant Churches, to 
whom neither That,nor any other part of theScripture 
was directed, or to that very immediate Charch to. 
whom S. Paul wrote the Epiſtle? Certainly to the 
Latter, ſince an Appeal to the Former, would be the 
ſame Madneſs, as to make Enquiry after our ny 
Rolls of Parliament at Rome, inſtead of Searching tor 
them inthe Tower, | 
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